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AIM AND SCOPE

Journal of Innovative Research in Teacher Education (JIRTE) aims to present the compilation of up-to-date
and innovative research papers, reviews, and argumentative essays on education in general and teacher
education in particular.

It is expected that the papers published in JIRTE will raise issues related to teacher education in various
field areas; open up discussions related to those issues; suggest different methods of handling those
issues or solving the related problems. It is also hoped that the studies published in JIRTE will provide the
basis for timely discussions on the various areas of teacher education, and give direction to innovative
research and practices. The paper accepted to JIRTE will be given DOI numbers and then published free
of charge. JIRTE is an international peer-reviewed journal published three times a year in March,
September, and December. In the reviewing processes, JIRTE uses the double-blind review method for all
studies sends for publication. In this method the identities of the authors and reviewers are confidential.
In order to ease this process, the authors are required to prepare and then check their manuscripts not
disclosing any name or other identifying information. Authors can use MS Word’s ‘Document Reviewing’
feature for this purpose.

Studies to be published in JIRTE need to be carried out in any areas of educational sciences, especially in
teacher education.

*They can be carried out in any form of quantitative, qualitative or mixed-method
research;

eLiterature analyses, meta-analysis, meta-synthesis studies, and book reviews and
opinion papers can be sent to JIRTE for reviewing and publication.

«JIRTE gives priority to research papers. Attention is paid to the issue that the number
or quantity

of review papers should not over-throw the number of research papers.
«JIRTE also gives priority to papers prepared in English (full text).

Being respectful to the ethical codes of academic research, copyrights, and human rights, JIRTE accepts
research papers, compilations, book reviews and opinion papers for peer-reviewing and publication in the
areas of educational sciences and teacher education listed below:

1. Physical Training and Sports

[\

~N o vl AW

. Computing, Computers and Instructional

Technologies

. Educational Administration and Inspection

. Counseling and Psychological Guidance

. Curriculum and Instruction

. Educational Measurement and Evaluation

. Philosophical, Social and Historical Foundations of

Education

8.
9.

Pre-school (Early Childhood) Education
Elementary Education

10. Philosophy, Psychology, and Sociology in

Education (Teaching Philosophy, Psychology
and Sociology in Secondary Education)

11. Turkish Language Education

History Teaching)

14. Geography Education

15. Social Studies Education

16. Science Education

17. Biology Education

18. Physics Education

19. Chemistry Education

20. Mathematics Education (primary and

secondary)

21. Fine Arts Education

22.Modern Languages Education/Teaching
(Arabic, English, French, German and
etc.)

23. Special Education (and its sub-fields)

24. Other Areas Related to Education and

12. Turkish Language and Literature Education
13. History Education (History in Education/

Teacher Training
25. Teacher Education (all fields)
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FROM EDITOR

Dear Colleagues and Readers,

It is with great pleasure and pride that we present the second issue of the sixth volume of the
Journal of Innovative Research in Teacher Education (JIRTE). The 21st century is being shaped by
profound technological, social, and pedagogical transformations that are fundamentally altering
educational paradigms. This dynamic environment is redefining the role of the teacher, shifting it from a
mere dispenser of knowledge to that of a facilitator of learning, a professional who is adaptive, innovative,
and continuously learning. This issue of our journal brings together six valuable studies that explore this
new and multifaceted role from various perspectives. The articles herein examine the new competencies
required of the teaching profession, spanning a broad spectrum from global policies to early childhood
practices, and from the latest technologies to fundamental human interactions.

Our issue opens with Yaren Gllsen Kenar and Gulgin Giiven, who contribute to this issue with
their research focusing on the foundations of education and human development in early childhood,
titled "The Effect of Theraplay Play Therapy on Early Social Behavior and Temperament." This
mixed-methods study, conducted with children aged 18-34 months, examines the short-term effects of
an eight-week Group Theraplay intervention. The results show that the therapy significantly reduced
negative temperament traits, such as fear, frustration, sadness, and shyness, while enhancing positive
traits, including attention, affectionate behaviors, and emotional expressiveness. These findings once
again prove the importance of structured, early-life interventions for socio-emotional development.

Focusing on one of the most critical competencies for modern educators, Aylin Kirisgi-Sarikaya,
in her systematic review titled "Navigating Learning Agility: Insights from Research on K-12 Teachers,"
delves into the concept of teachers' learning agility (TLA). The research reveals that TLA is a contemporary
field of inquiry, with studies emerging since 2019, though currently concentrated within the Asian
context. Emphasizing that TLA is associated with positive outcomes such as lifelong learning, job
performance, and adaptability, this valuable study underscores the importance of professional
development, leadership, and a positive school climate in fostering this essential 271st-century
competency.

Gulhan Yilmaz Bursa addresses the most current intersection of technology and education in her
article, "Generative Artificial Intelligence and Preschool Education Activities: Ethical, Pedagogical, and
Applied Approaches.” She examines the potential and challenges of generative Al (GAIl) in preschool
education. While tools like ChatGPT and DALL-E offer significant advantages for teachers in terms of time
management and creativity in developing stories, songs, and game-based activities, the author also
points to ethical concerns such as data privacy, algorithmic bias, and digital inequality. The study
highlights how crucial it is to balance the benefits of technology with teacher guidance and play-based
learning to support holistic development.

Another facet of technology, digital games, is explored by Murat Stimer in his study, "Teacher
Candidates' Intention to Teach 21st Century Skills with Digital Games: A Survey Research." This survey
research investigates the attitudes, preferences, and motivations of teacher candidates toward digital
games. The findings indicate that factors such as gender and academic department influence gaming
behaviors and that candidates tend to prefer cognitively demanding games like puzzles and intelligence
games. The study concludes that candidates who play digital games perceive themselves as more
proficient in developing 21st-century skills such as creativity, critical thinking, and technological
proficiency.

Exploring the sociological and psychological roots of teacher-student interaction in a world
influenced by new media, Dilek Turan Eroglu, in her review "The Relationship Between Symbolic
Interactionism and Mindfulness in the Context of New Media: Implications for Teacher Education," brings
together two significant theoretical frameworks. She argues that symbolic interactionism explains how
individuals make sense of the social world through shared symbols, while mindfulness provides
emotional and cognitive resilience against the manipulations of the digital world. The article suggests
that integrating these two approaches into teacher education will help educators interpret student
behaviors more deeply and foster a thoughtful, ethical, and inclusive classroom culture.
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FROM EDITOR

Finally, "Quality and Quality Assurance in Teacher Professional Development: A Comparative
Study" by Mehmet Arslan offers a global perspective on teacher professional development. By
comparatively analyzing the quality assurance models in Japan, Germany, Finland, and the United States,
the study highlights diverse approaches such as Japan's "lesson study" practices, Finland's trust-based
autonomy model, and the standards-driven, multi-actor system in the U.S. This work provides a
significant framework for developing an institutional and sustainable structure for teacher development,
offering policy recommendations for Turkey.

The studies featured in this issue clearly demonstrate the dynamic and multidimensional nature
of the teaching profession. This rich collection of articles, ranging from global education policies to the
learning agility of K-12 teachers, and from artificial intelligence to play therapy, illuminates the path
toward training and supporting the 21st-century teacher. | extend my sincerest gratitude to our authors
for their valuable contributions, to our reviewers for their meticulous efforts in enhancing the quality of
our publications, and to you, our esteemed readers, for your unwavering support.

It has been noted that the quality is gradually improving in JIRTE. Therefore, | would like to thank
all authors who considered JIRTE the medium to publish their studies. | would also like to thank my
colleagues on the Editorial Boards and those who served as peer reviewers for contributing to the
increasing quality of works published in JIRTE. We look forward to seeing you again in the third issue of
the sixth volume.

Dr. Erkan DINC
Chief Editor
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